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CREMATION AS PRACTICED BY THE
THLINKETS OF ALASKA.

Providing the Spirit 'with a Square Meal.
A Corpse .Await incr Uuri:il Worn! Scne
at the Funeral How the Cremation Is
Conducted.

Among those Indians known as the
Thlinkets, who inhabit the coast and con-

tiguous islands of southeastern Alaska,
the practice of cremation is universal, ex-

cept in the case of shamans or medicine
men, whoc spirits after death iuhabifc a
higher apart from the common ; n. E. LA WKENXE, Pres.
hei'J, and slaves who are considered
scarcely worthy of this distinction.

The Thlinket believes that shortly be-

fore death the spirit of some loved friend
gone before v,ill appear to him, saying:

My dear brother, or good friend, you can
Inst but a few suns longer, and it is best
so, for life is but hard; so be ready, for I
will soon come to lead your spirit to a
land where all is happiness."

With the last breath tidings go out to
the clan, who assemble with blackened
faces to mourn the dead, and in former
yem-- s the nearer relatives cut off the hair.
The corpse is now dressed in the most
valued uurments, the face decorated in
red and black, and placed in a sitting po
sition, with back to the wall, opposite the j

entrance. All the property of the de- -

ceased is now brought and piled on either
hand the Thlinket counts his wealth in
blanket,, kept stored away in camphor
uood or cedar chests. Masks, rattles,
rubes, guns, hunting and fibbing imple-
ments and dancing paraphernalia arc
placed directl y around; the head is sur-
mounted by a grotesquely carved wooden
mask in totemic design, brilliant in its in-

laying of liolintis hell and topped by a
forest of sea lion whisk-

ers, while over the body is thrown a
highly ornamental blanket, woven from
the finer fleece of the mountain goat and
workrd in black, unite, yellow and blue

old pattern boards that have been
handed down through generations until
the designs have become conventional.

For thieeda3 the dead iemains a silent
spectator of household affairs, which have
to go on much as usual, as a number of
families live under t lie same roof. Vis-
itors come and go, food is prepared at the
common central fire, and children toddle
about, tumbling over the sleeping dogs;
but a general air of quiet prevails until
nightfall, when the tribe assemble with
drum, rattle and dancing sticks, and to
their measured accompaniment keep time
in monotonous chant, eulogizing and la-

menting the dead.
'1 he scene is weird to a degree, the many

colored blankets,, the blackened faces, the
walls hung with arms and fishing imple-
ments, the curiously carved and colored
house posts; while festoons of dried fish
and meat depend from the roof, xmd nil
seen through the fitful flashes of the great
crackling lire of cedar logs, over which at
intervals oil is dashed to redouble the
effect.

For three nights this scene is repeated,
but on the third day the wealth of the de-

ceased is distributed among the relatives,
each one receiving a certain portion, as
judged by popular consent.

The funeral pyre is now erected directly
in rear of the house or on the outskirts of
the Milage, in proximity to the shore.
Logs of the fragrant yellow cedar arc now
brought and laid upon each other, forming
;i hollow parallelogram seven feet long by
three wide. At a height of from two to
three feet a flooring of logs is laid, leaving
air spaces between them, nboe which the
ualls are continued for another foot. Be-
neath the flooring and around the sides
kindling and spruce knots, saturated with
gum, are placed.

All being in readiness, on this, the
fourth, day, the clas assemble, a plank
is removed from the side or end of the
house, and through this opening tho dead
i carried on a mat made from the inner
bark of tho red cedar, for it is a stiongly
routed superstition among these peoplo
that should the body pass through tha
doorway, that later the death spirit would
return to claim more victims. As the
body is carried out an old woman takej
some coals and burning fragments from
the fire and scatters them after it, to drive
away tho spirit of death and cleanse tho
passageway, and afterward throws out a
dog to accompany its master's spirit to the
woild beyond.

The procession now make its way
slowly toward the place selected for cre-
mation, and when reached the body is
deposited on the raised flooring of the
pyre and a torch applied to the resinous
splinter?, readily igniting the whole mass.
The women in full dancing habiliments,
consisting of a blue black blanket faced
i ith red cloth and ornamented with hun-
dreds of mother of pearl buttons, fancy
colored caps or headdresses of raven or
C'i,;e feather, immense earrings and nose
pendants, fares blackened and cunning
in the right hand a long pole, the end
decorated with sprigs of cver-cree- n and
bright streamers, form in a h.tlt circle
nbout the head of the pile. The men,
with dancing sticks and rattles, are
grouped on one side. The nearer rela-tie-

sit about promiscuously, moaning
and wailing. The olilr men lead the
chant or dirge, which is joined in by all,
and to its slow notes the women keep
time with the body swaying from side to
side and bowing in unison, reminding one
of the famous sword danco of the Bedou-
ins.

Oftentimes the arms and personal be-

longings of the deceased are thrown on
the tire, which, by means of ong poles,
is constantly stirred, and the chant con
tinues mini tne oouy i reuueeu to asnes
and the logs consumed
kct anv remains of

sod T
Mnall

crotl with cedar matting, corded with
spruce roots, and finally placed in dead
houses family vaults directly in rear of
the houses.

Every one now returns the house,
hei n grand feast prepared, consist-l'l- i;

of dried SHlniou dipped, in seal oil. her-
ring spawn, potatoes, roots, berries, cd'ble
hen weed, thell fish,- - seal meat and t;.llov
froin the fat of Hie wild

Food

llames, o sustain the spirit
wearj- - journey. With coming of

night the men .seating them-yele- s

around the lire, the women in
full dancing costume tile in. forming
continuous, rank around the wall, fncing
the audience of males, and repeat the
.swaying, dance enacted

the cremation, keeping time
'This clones funeral

monies, have now lusted throu
four (lays. The dead mav be

in future, years, by a period of dan
cmg and feasting, and the of a
deadhouse is. always season of ceremonial

G. F. Emulous in San Fran-
cisco Chronicle.

There aro forty Jewish In
Xev YorV'city.

To saj- - that we have a clear conscfenco
is iu a solecism; nau we never
sinned we should havs had no

Carlyle.

says that the "hei people"
now travel in cars ihsir own
team acht.
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$5,000,000 Loaned in Southern Kansas. Money Always on Hand for
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WICHITA, KANSAS.

MUST -- - GO!
We must have money and for the next

six days will sell Buggies, Phaetons, Surreys,'
Farm Wagons and Farm Machinery at 25 to
to 50 per cent discount. Come early and get
your choice of this sacrifice sale. These
goods must "be sold regardless of cost.

BEACON BLOCK, 123 NORTH MARKET ST.

Alexander - & - Rahn.
WALKER & FIEDLER,

DEALERS -:-- IN -:- - REAL -:- - ESTATE.
Have Improved Propertied In Cities to Exchange for Wetera Land or good "Wichita Property

If you desire tuUi properties e can mit j oo.

CALL AT 235 NORTH MAIN STREET.

B. D. Allen. Jones.

ALLEN & JONES,
One of the Oldest Frnis in the City,

Ovr list of property embraces some of the most desirable

the city and surroundings. Sole agents for

Mart's Seventh Addition, also Princess Addition.

Strangers are made welcome. Conveyances always on

hand to show property.

OFFICE, ROOMS 3 and 4, GETTO BUILDING, SECOND and MAIN STS
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Proprietors.

Wm European rk
Everythicg New

S&S -

Headquarters for Com-
mercial Men.

M. S. ROCHELLE,

Real Estate, Loan Insurance.

Improved and Unimproved and City Property.

Make Collections, Rent Houses and Pay Taxes.
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WICHITA,

and

Lands, Ranches

WICHITA, IvAS.

0

IN WICHITA PROPERTY

ifloitins & McCoy, Seal Estate Brokers,

Who can show you some special Bargains.

201 Douglas Avenue, Cor. Market.
Agents for Two of the Choice Additions of Wichita, Kan

MONEY TO LOAN
On Chattel, Mortgage and City Property.

IN SMALL OR LARGE AMOUNTS.

SHORT TIME AT THE LOWEST RAlES.

WICHITA BANKING CO.
118 WEST DOUGLAS AVENUE.

A. E. SHOBER,

ROOMS 4 AND 6, NO. N MAIN

C. E.

In

n.i

FOR

13

Western Branch Office

Safe and Lock Co.
Fire and Burglar
Proof

SAFES.
and Time Locks.

Main
CORRSSFOXDENCZ SOLICITED.

MOSLER. 00, , J. F. QILLSX, Xa2.Sew Yorfc.

"Real Fstate and Finaneial A rent 'jBasnaf
vis. Wm

TiC'a5J!y?.-"1W..'7'A- i

146 ST.

Mosler
Improved

Vaults

144 St.
BOWEN

Wtaalta.

FOR SALE.
Improved and Unimproved City Property

on the best improved streets in the city.
Lots on the inside on street car lines and in
outside additions. Suburban lots on the east
side in Maple Grove addition.

Business lots and business blocks for sale
at special bargains. Several fine tracts near
the city for sub-dividi- ng and plating.

Improved farms and grass lands in all
parts of the county; also ranches in this and
adjoining counties.

All parties wishing to buy would do well
to call and examine my list before buying
elsewhere.

W. A. THOMAS,

The Oldest Real tstate Agency in Wichita.

NEW DRY GOODS!
JOHN G. ALLEN, No. 139 N. Main St,

no-- receiving a fine assortment of New Dry Goods, embracing
the latest styles for Fall and Winter Sales, including also a largo

KAN. stock of iadies and Gents' Furnishing Goods, etc., and offer his largo
wholesale stock AT BETAIL A,p 10 TO 20 PER CENT. LESS
THAN REGUTiAR PRICES for best goods, and respectfully solic-
its the examination of his customers and purchasers generally,
he will make it their interest to deal with him. l60-d&- w

YIKE'S ADDITION TO WICHITA
A RARE CHANCE FOR INVESTLIENr.

This beautiful tract of ground, comprising 600 choice lot3, lle3
upon the West Side, joining Glendale upon the south and extends
from Seneca street to Arkansas river. The extensive shoe and
leather works are just beyond this addition. These lots aro wholly
within the cnarmed eircle marked by the mile and one-ha- ir limit,
not over ten minutes walk from Douglas avenue, and the Princess
Motor Line on two sides. Prices lower and terms better than any
property of equal value In the city.

FRANK SIEGER, ON THE PREMISES, OR

TUCKER & JACKSON, 228 E. Douglas Ave

Motor Line

ADDITION.

!RY scran

I have opened ray office in the
Goodyear House block, where
can be found p ats acd prices on j

my property along the Motor
LIna

Cars run regularly the south-
east part of the city. Special In-

ducements offered to those wish-
ing to build a homa

Prices on Motor Line Property
reasonable and terms easy.

CALL AND SEE ME.

H. SCHWEITER.

YREDENBURGH'S!
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OLIVER BROS.,

Lumber Dealers
Wichita, Kansas.

Wichita, Mayfleld, Wellington
Harper, Attica, Garden laia
Antnonv, Arkansaa City, n
dale and Haven.

c. E. LT.B. VVIX&.

LEE & VIELE,
Contracting Painters

Plate. Window, Ornamental &
S'aned Glass, ana painter sup-
plies. 65
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H. MeKIM Du BOIS,

ABSTRACTER
ouJte fall M&i

COMPLETE ABSTRACTS OF TITLE,

WICHITA, JCAN.
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